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All applications respecting subscription to the “ Board 
of Trade Journal,” or the purchase of single copies, 
should be addressed in London, to Messrs. Eyre & 
Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fetter Lane, E.C., 
and 32, Abingdon Street, 8.W.; in Edinburgh to Messrs. 
Oliver & Boyd; and in Dublin to Edward Ponsonby, 
116, Grafton Street. 


The principal publications of the Board of Trade will 
be found in a list facing p. iv. of the advertisements, and 
a list of the Annual and Miscellaneous Reports and 
the Treaty Series issued by the Foreign Office, and of 
the Reports issued by the Colonial Office on pp. 473-7. 


A note of specially interesting subjects dealt with in 
the Trade Reports published by the Foreign Office since 
the last number of the “ Board of Trade Journal” will 
be found on pp. 471-2. 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


CANADA. 


The following trade enquiries have been received at the Canadian 

- . fection of the Imperial Institute, from the 

Curator of which Section further particulars 
may be obtained :— 

Home Enquiries.—A manufacturer of spools and bobbins wishes 
to be placed in communication with Canadian producers of timber 
suitable for manufacture of above. 

A London house desire the names of the principal Canadian 
packers of lobsters. 


A 
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An enquiry has been received for the addresses of Canadian 
manufacturers of chair materials who can execute orders promptly, 
from a firm prepared to place several specifications. 

Note-—For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the Curator of the Canadian Section 
of the Imperial Institute, S.W. 


NATAL. 

With reference to the notice on p. 360 of the “ Board of Trade 
Railwa: Journal” of the 20th ult., an extraordinary 
issue of the “ Natal Government Gazette ” dated 
6th ult. contains the text of a Bill which it is 
intended to introduce into Parliament during the next session. 
This Act, which may be cited as “ The Railway Main Line 
Reconstruction Act, 1902,” is to empower the Governor to effect 
certain alterations and deviations in connection with the main line 

of railway between Durban and Ladysmith. 

The railway to be authorised by this Act is as follows :—The 
conversion of the main line of railway between South Coast 
Junction and Ladysmith from a single line to a double line, and 
the alteration of its course at certain places. This definition also 
includes the removal of existing rails, stations, bridges and 
telegraphs, and other works and accessories in all cases where the 
existing course of the railway is altered. 

The Governor of the Colony is to be empowered to construct the 
railway or any part or parts thereof, either departmentally or by 
a contract or contracts. The railway i is to be constructed as a 
double line on the gauge of 3 ft. 6 ins., the extreme limiting 
gradient to be 1 in 50, and the least radius ‘of curvature 500 ft. 

All materials, plant, engines, rolling stock, and other articles 
imported into the colony from time to time for the construction, 
maintenance, equipment, or working of the railway are to be 
admitted free of duty. 


EGYPT. 
According to an announcement in the Egyptian “ Journal Officiel ” 
Sidiinee fir the of 24th ult., tenders will be received at the 
Pte of Central Office of the Ministry of Finance, Cairo, 
Prone for the supply of 1,535,000 envelopes required 
= for the National Printing Department. 

The conditions of the supply and samples of the envelopes can 
be examined at the above office, any day, from 10 a.m. to 12 noon, 

Fridays and holidays excepted. 
Persons wishing to tender for this supply must submit their 
tenders to the Central Office of the Ministry of Finance, on or 
before the 12th January, 1903. 
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RUSSIA. 
A communication has been received at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, from the British 
Trade Enquiries. Commercial Agent in Russia, stating that a 
Moscow firm have asked him for the names 
and addresses of manufacturers of the following :— 
1. Steel wire for making pins. 
2. Tamashanter stone in lumps, with two sides cut, for polishing 
marble. 
3. The metallic parts of cheap purses (in pouch form), including 
clasps or fastenings, more especially if the latter be something novel. 
All communications should be addressed to Mr, Henry Cooke, 
7, Malaia Dmitrovka, Moscow. 


GERMANY. 

According to the “ Bulletin Commercial” (Brussels) of the 29th 
ult., a competition will be held at the Deutsche 
Seewarte, Hamburg, on the Ist April, 1903, 
Measuring Wind- for the best contrivance for measuring wind- 
ng pressure. The competition will be open to 
foreigners, and prizes will be awarded as 
follows :—1st prise, { 5,000 marks (250/.); 2nd prize, 3,000 marks 
(1501.); 3rd prize, 2,000 marks (1002). An additional prize of 
3,000 marks (150/.) ‘will be awarded to the contrivance which is 
adjudged the best after a certain time for trial. Inventions must 
be submitted to the Deutsche Seewarte at Hamburg before the 1st 
April, 1903. Particulars of the competition may be obtained 
gratis from the Geheime Registratur D., at the Office of the 

Prussian Ministry of Public Works, Berlin. 


Competition for 
Contrivances for 


BELGIUM. 

The ‘ Bulletin Commercial” of 29th ult. contains an announcement 
to the effect that tenders will be opened on the 
7th January next by the “ Société Nationale 
des Chemins de Fer Vicinaux,” at No. 14, Rue 
de la Science, Brussels, for the construction of 
the section from Hannut to Verlaine, on the Hannut-Jameppe- 
sur-Meuse line, with a branch line to Fexhe-le-Haut-Clocher. 

The upset price of the work is 291,028 francs (11,6417), and a 
deposit of 29,000 francs (1,160J.) is required. Tenders by regis- 
tered letter must be addressed to the Director-General of the Com- 
pany at the address given above, where they will be received not later 
than the 6th January. Plans, estimates, and conditions of contract 
may be seen at the Company’s office and at the office of M. Pourbaix, 
Rue des Vingt-Deux 15, Liége, after the 10th December. 

A statement of the conditions of contract may be obtained on 
payment of 1 franc (9°6d.). 


Tenders for 
Railway 
Construction. 
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FRANCE—TUNIS. 


H.M. Consul-General for the Regency of Tunis, in his recently 
Salted or issued report, states that salted or smoked fish 
Smoked Fish are imported mostly from France, the herrings 
* especially. Some also are imported from the 
United Kingdom via Malta, but the French are preferred, owing 
to the difference in packing. The French divide their fish 
according to quality and size, and pack them in small casks or 
boxes. All the fish Leing of the same origin are of the same 
quality, and the British exporter could easily compete with the 
French if he would adopt a better system of packing. The import 
duty is 8 per cent. ad valorem. 


The Tunisian Government requires all imported potatoes to be 
washed in sea-water on their arrival at the 
Seed Potatoes. Custom-house, as a preventive against 
phylloxera. Potatoes thus washed do not 
keep well, so they can only be imported in small quantities at a 
time. Seed potatoes, however, are exempted from this salt-water 
bath on condition of being packed in a special manner, and being 
accompanied by a certificate of origin. British potatoes have a 
very good reputation for their variety and quality ; they could 
therefore be advantageously imported into Tunis for seed. At 
present most of these tubers are imported from France. The 
import duty is 2d. per cwt. 


Iron bedsteads and such articles are taxed at 4]. 1s. 3d. per ton. In 
spite of this high price, the British Chamber of 
teads, Commerce at ‘Innis believes that British manu- 
C. 
facturers could still compete successfully in the 
Tunisian market. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,915.) 


Referring to the notice on p. 462, the recently issued report of 
Ressible Openiz H.M. Consui-General at Tunis contains some 
for British “ed notes on iron property in North Africa, termed 
TE by the Arabs “The Mountains of Iron,” 
; situated in Tunisia, to the south-west of the 
town of Tunis. With regard to the latter, the writer of the notes, 
who is an English Civil Engineer established at Tunis, says :— 
“The property in question has only just come under the 
notice of the writer, who was much struck by the richness of the 
deposit, and scanty as the information in these notes may be, he 
considers it well worth bringing to the attention of British iron- 
masters or mine-owners. loreign competitors are beginning to 
lonk after it, and the property will infallibly be taken in hand 
b fora long. 
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FRANCE—TUNIS—continued. 


“In conclusion, the points to be borne in mind are :— 

“1. That of the quantity of ore there is no doubt. 

‘2. The samples have all shown the quality to be good. 

“3. The only question which appears to present a difficulty— 
that of carriage—is practically certain of receiving a solution, even 
more satisfactory than that mentioned above.” 

Notre.—For the full text of the notes mentioned above, reference 
should be made to the Consular report itself. 


The following particulars respecting the trade of Tunis in hosiery, 
cotton cloths, &c., are extracted from a recent 


Py report by the Belgian Consul at Tunis published 
soul in the “‘ Bulletin Commercial ” (Brussels) of the 
22nd ult. 


The report states that it is difficult to give the exact particulars of 
the importation of the articles included under the above heading 
(viz., stockings, socks, shawls, handkerchiefs, laces, ribbons, table- 
cloths, shirts, &c.) owing to their being given in conjunction with 
other articles in the official statistics. The following are the chief 
classes of goods imported:—From Germany, socks, stockings, 
shawls, knitted vests, shirts; from France, socks, stockings, table 
linen, ladies’ hosiery, ribbons, carpets, laces, clothing of all kinds, 
ties; from Belgium, counterpanes; from Switzerland, printed 
handkerchiefs, embroideries ; from Italy, socks, stockings, knitted 
vests, handkerchiefs, ties, made-up clothing; from the United 
Kingdom, ordinary handkerchiefs ; from Austria, white shirts. 

Socks, stockings, and shawls are usually packed in cardboard 
boxes containing half-a-dozen or a dozen articles. ; 

Knitted vests are packed in paper packets containing half-a- 
dozen articles. 

Handkerchiefs of common quality are sent in whole pieces con- 
taining one dozen, fastened together and folded into small sections 
without exterior wrapping. The next quality ave usually packed 
in paper bands containing half-a-dozen, whilst those of superior 
quality are packed in fancy cardboard boxes in half-dozens, bound 
with silk ribbons. 

White shirts are usually packed in cardboard boxes containing 
half-a-dozen. The inferior qualities are packed in cardboards with 
fancy paper, and ordinary shirts are sent without packing. 

Ties are packed in boxes holding one, two, three, or four dozen 
according to shape and quality. 

There are some good wholesale houses in Tunis who pay cash 
for their purchases, and also branches of large European commis- 
sion houses. In order to establish a trade with Tunis it would be 
necessary, according to the Belgian Consul, to appoint a represen- 
tative who already has a good connection, and knows the local 
eustoms and the language of the country. 
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PORTUGAL. 

With reference to the notice which appeared on p. 387 of the 
Railwa ** Board of Trade Journal” of the 27th ult., it 
jane Al is to be observed that an announcement appears 
* in the ‘* Diario do Governo” of the 26th idem 
postponing until the 16th February next the date for opening 
tenders for the construction and working of the railway from 

Regua to the frontier. 


The “ Diario do Governo” of the 28th ult. contains a Decree grant- 
Rail ing to M. Paul Blanchod authority to construct 
way " 
Construction, 2 metre-gauge line, not over 10 kilometres in 
length, from the mines of ‘Tulhas in the parish 
of Cercal, commune of 8. Tiago de Cacem, in the Lisbon district, 
to a point in front of the island of Pecegueiro, for the carriage of 
minerals, on certain conditions which are laid down in the “ Diario.” 
The ‘Diarios” containing the above notices may be seen on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 
10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


SPAIN. 


A despatch dated 24th ult. has been received at the Foreign Office, 
Electricai from the Acting British Consul at Corunna, 
Apoli calling attention to the absence of electric 
Pplhances, “Cc. appliances of British origin in that town, where 
two companies producing electricity for the lighting of the city are 
established. The Acting Consul gives the names of some firms in 
Corunna to whom British manufacturers of dynamos, motors, arc 
lamps, projectors, &c., lighting, power, and traction plant would do 
well, it is said, to send their catalogues (in Spanish). He adds 
that a syndicate has been formed to establish a company to com- 
pete with the other two companies mentioned above, in producing 
electricity for the lighting of the town. Communications should 
be addressed to the Director Sefior Don Diego Fernandez Herce, 
Calle Real, La Coruiia. 
According to the Acting Consul it is important that, in giving 
prices for lighting plant and other machinery, these should ke 
quoted c.i.f. Corunna. 


ITALY. 
The Italian “Gazzetta Ufficiale” of the 22nd ult. contains a 
notice calling for tenders for the supply to the 
yo ier Italian Navy of screws of the total value of 
50,100 lire (about 2,0002.). 
Tenders will be opened simultaneously at 11 a.m. on the 22nd 


, 
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ITALY —continued. 


inst. at the Directorate-General of the Royal Arsenals at Spezia 
and Naples. A deposit of 5,000 lire (about 2000.) is required to 
qualify any tender. 

Conditions of tenders may be seen at the office of the Minister 
of Marine at Rome; at the Directorate-General of the Royal 
Arsenals at Spezia, Naples, Venice, and Taranto; at the Technical 
Offices of the Navy at Genoa and Terni; and at the principal 
Chambers of Commerce in Italy. 


The “ Gazzetta Ufficiale ” of the 24th ult. contains a notice calling 
Tenders for for tenders for the supply to the Italian Navy of 
Ghanitenl chemical products of the total value of 40,000 
lire (about 1,600/.). 
Products. 
Tenders will be opened simultaneously at 
11 a.m. on the 15th inst. at the Directorate-General of the Royal 
Arsenals at Spezia, Naples and Venice. A deposit of 4,000 lire 
(about 1601.) is required to qualify any tender. 

Conditions of tenders may be seen at the office of the Minister of 
Marine at Rome; at the Directorate-General of the Royal Arsenals 
at Spezia, Naples, Venice and Taranto; and at the principal 
Chambers of Commerce in Italy. 


The ‘‘ Gazzettas” containing the above may be seen on application 
at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of ‘Trade, 50, 
Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 
5 p.m. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—PHILIPPINES. 


According to “Engineering News” (New York) of 20th ult., 
—— tenders for a street railway and electric lighting 
Deter ant concession for Manila, Philippine Islands, will 
Electric +f hting be received by the Municipal Board of that city 
renee until 4th March, 1903. The concession will 
; be for 50 years. The street railway lines will 
be 35 miles long. The street car fares must not exceed 74 cents for 
first-class and 5 cents for second-class passengers, both gold standard, 
The competition for the concession will be based on the percentage, 
which must not be less than 14, of the gross earnings of the street 
railway, and of the price of lights supplied to the city which is to 
be paid by the contractors. ‘The city is to have the right to buy 
out the company at the end of 25 years, at a price to be fixed by 
arbitration, and to be based on the net earnings. The fares are 
also to be re-adjusted at the end of 25 years. Further informa- 
tion may be obtained from Col. Clarence R. Edwards, Chief of 
Bureau of Insular Affairs, War Department, Washington, D. C. 


| 
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SOUTH AMERICA. 


According to a report by the French Commercial Adviser at Lima, 
published in the “ Moniteur Officiel du Com- 

Gomat and. merce” of the 27th ult., the principal towns of 
Paving Materials. +), Spanish-American countries are undergoing 
a transformation. In addition to the construction of public 
buildings and private dwellings of modern type, important 
canalisation and paving works are proposed which, it is said, should 
give rise to an enormous consumption of cement and paving-stones. 
At present 95 per cent. of the cement imported comes from 
Hamburg and 5 per cent. from England; there are no cement 
factories in the Spanish-American countries. The French Com- 
mercial Adviser suggests that a group of manufacturers of cement 
and mosaic tiles should form a syndicate and appoint five energetic 
representatives who speak Spanish and are acquainted with the 
customs of the countries. They should be supplied with samples, 
and should visit the principal Latin-American towns with the object 
of obtaining Government and municipal contracts. These repre- 
sentatives should be apportioned as follows :— 

1. Mexico and Central America, Cuba and Porto Rico. 

2. Venezuela, Colombia, Guiana and the lesser Antilles. 

3. Ecuador, Peru, Bolivia and Chile. 

4, Argentina and Uruguay. 

5. Brazil and Paraguay. 


FORTHCOMING EXHIBITIONS. 
RUSSIA. 


With reference to the notice on p. 437 of the “ Board of Trade 
: Journal” of 4th September last respecting the 
International Exhibition of Photography Shich 
Pho h is to be held at St. Petersburg next year, the 
tography. = « Journal de St. Pétersbourg” of 13th/26th ult. 
announces that the exhibition will be opened on the 7th April 
next, and will remain open until the 3lst May. The declarations 
of exhibitors will be received up to the Ist January, 1903, at the 
Photographic Society of St. Petersburg, 64, Fontanka. 
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The following table, showing the value of the principal and 
other articles imported into the Transvaal in the nine months ended 
September, 1902, as compared with the corresponding period of 
1901, is compiled from official figures published in _ Transvaal 
“Government Gazette ” of 31st October last :— 


Imports. 
Nine months | Ninemonths 
Articles, ended ended 
Sept., 1901. | Sept., 1902. 
Metals and manufactures of (includes agricultural £ & 
implements, bicycles, hardware, iron and steel 
manufactures, cutlery, machinery, AC.) 124,000 1,655,000 
Apparel, haberdashery, &c. (includes hats)... + | 448,000 1,181,900 
Provisions, exclusive of corn and dairy products 
(includes coffee, chicory, biscwits, meats, fresh and 
preserved, fish, fresh and preserved, 
tea, vegetables, Sruits, condiments, salt, Se.) 344,000 1,102,000 
Corn and grain (includes flour, meal and rice) + 167,000 469,000 
Leather and manufactures (includes suddlery and 
boots and shoes) .. we «| 156,000 369,000 
Wood and manufactures (inel udes fu rniture)... 19,000 345,000 
Dairy products (includes butter and butterine, e998, 
cheese, preserved milk, 170,000 334,000 
Beverages (includes ale, spir win wine and mineral 
Drugs and chemicals nr 50,000 283,000 
Groceries and oilmen’s stores (¢ neludes vile and paints) 96,00 202,000 
Cotton manufactures en ake 64,000 177,000 
Wooilen manufactures... 46,000 144,000 
Soap and candles ... 57,000 122,000 
Jewellery and plated ware (inelu: des clocks and 
watches) ... 25,000 130,000 
Tobacco, raw and manufactured Cinoludes cigars and 
cigarettes) 39,000 110,000 
Live animals “<a 6,000 108,000 
Stationery (includes "books and printed matter) si 18,000 90,000 
Vehicles (other than bicycles) ... a“ “a see 2,000 88,000 
Cocoa, chocolate, and 28,000 55,000. 
Tobacconirt ware ... 10,000 32,000 
Toys and sporting goods .. 2,000 31,000 
Other articles of merchandise... aes 106,000 443,000 
Total... ois | 2,050,000 7,772,000 


Of the total value of merchandise imported into the Transvaal 
during the first nine months of 1902, 3,826,000/. worth were sent 
via Cape Colony, 3,206,000/. worth via Natal, and 740,000/. worth 
via Delagoa Bay. 

Norr.—The above figures do not include free importations for 
the use of the Local Government or Military Stores, Field Force 
Canteen and Officers’ Messes, Burgher Relief Committee, or Rail- 
way Material imported as “ Public Stores.” 
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PERMITS FOR THE TRANSVAAL AND ORANGE RIVER 
COLONY. 


A notification has been received at the Board of Trade from the 
Colonial Office to the effect that from the 1st inst. no permits to 
proceed to the Transvaal or Orange River Colony will be issued in 
the United Kingdom, or by H.M. Consular Officers abroad, or 
elsewhere than at the South African ports. 

Persons wishing to proceed to the Transvaal or Orange River 
Colony should therefore apply for the necessary permits to enable 
them to do so to the Transvaal and Orange River Colony Permit 
Office at the port at which they propose to land. 

They are warned that such permits are liable to be refused by 
the Government of the Transvaal and Orange River Colony, and it 
is suggested that, in order to avoid disappointment and delay, they 
should ascertain before sailing for South Africa from the Permit 
Office at the port where they propose to land whetker permits will 
be granted to them. 

Under the Peace Preservation Ordinances now in force in the 
Transvaal and Orange River Colony, persons who enter those 
Colonies without permits may be ordered to leave, and if such 
order is not obeyed within a given time, they will be liable to fine 
and imprisonment. 

Permits are not required for the Cape, Natal, or Rhodesia. 


GUM ARABIC IN BRITISH INDIA. 


‘The following particulars relating to commercial gum arabic and 
especially regarding India’s participation in the world’s supply of 
that article, are extracted from a recent issue of the Indian 
“ Agricultural Ledger ”:— 

There may be said to be three chief forms of gum arabic :-—1st, 
the true gum arabic of European commerce; 2nd, the Kast India 
gum arabic; 3rd, the India gum arabic often called “ gum ghati.” 


1. True Gum Arabic.—Of this gum there may be said to be 
three forms : — 

(a) Gum Senegal—This comes from the French Colony of 
Senegal and is collected after the close of the rains in November 
up till July. It is found to exude in greatest abundance during 
the dry desert winds and is most frequent at the bifurcations of 
the branches. The gum is shipped chiefly to Bordeaux. 

(6) Kordofan or Turkey Gum.—This is known in East Central 
Africa by the name hashab. 1t comes from the mountainous tracts 
of Kordofan on the Upper Nile and almost in the same latitude as 
Senegal. The most highly prized quality comes from Dijara. 
This is generally conveyed down the Nile to Egypt and thence 
exported to Europe. This gum is most frequently used for 
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medicinal purpose and may in fact be regarded as the true official 
gum arabic of England, India, and America. 
(c) Suakim, &e.—But in addition to Senegal and Kordofan 
gums other inferior qualities are known in trade such as Suakim 
um. This consists of various sorts, for example the Sennaar and 
the Blue Nile (between Khartoum and Berber). from being 
exported from Suakim these all come to bear that name. Then 
again there is the Barbary or Morocco, or Mogador gum. This is 
a brown-coloured gum which usually reaches Europe from 
Morocco. 


2. East Indian Gum.—This is entirely imported into Bombay in 
the first instance, from Aden and the Red Sea ports, no part of it 
being produced in India. There are two qualities, both of which 
are good soluble gums, very little inferior to true gum arabic. 
They are picked and assorted, then re-exported from Bombay as 
East Indian gum. 


3. Indian Gum Arabic or Gum Ghati—It would seem that in 
contradistinction to the gums that reach Bombay by sea, those 
that come by train or down the ghits are collectively designated 
gum ghati. Gum, when detected, is gathered casually by women 
and children or by the shepherds and is sold in small quantity to 
the nearest shopkeeper. It is then conveyed tv the next larger 
dealers and so on through many hands until the produce of a wide 
area and a multitude of diverse gums get hopelessly intermixed. 
Nowhere in India is gum systematically produced, and, indeed, 
hardly anywhere in that country could it be said that arborescent 
vegetation was so exclusively of one gum-yielding tree as to admit 
of a large uniform and constant supply being organised in any 
particular gum. 

Trade in Gum.—During the last six years, for which figures are 
available, the exports from India of Indian gum arabic to foreign 
countries have thus fluctuated: in 1895-96, 32,236 cwts., value 
Rs. 7,72,642; in 1896-97, 58,769 cwt., value Rs. 13,79,693; in 
1897-98, 46,525 cwt., value Rs. 9,06,178; in 1898-99, 41,469 ewt., 
value Rs. 7,14,632 ; in 1899-1900, 46,254 cwt., value Rs. 7,70,947 ; 
and in 1900-1901, 37,553 cwt., value Rs. 6,99,883. These exports 
of 1900-01 may be analysed as follows :—37,045 cwt. were sent 
from Bombay, 371 ewt. from Karachi, and 133 ewt. from Madras 
ports, with 4 cwt. from Bengal. The trade thus centres mainly in 
Bombay. 

The following facts may be given of the foreign gums im- 
ported into India, and again re-exported as East Indian gum 
arakic :—The imports from Aden, African and Red Sea ports in 
1895-96 were 5,627 cwt., value Rs. 1,04,838, and in 1900-1901, 
2,355 cwt., value Rs. 49,879. There has thus been a decline in 
the imports of. foreign gums by sea. But during the same period 
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11,400 ewt., value Rs. 1,72,991, and in 1900-1901, 12,171 cwt., 
value Rs. 1,61,3855 were re-exported, and the difference between 
the imports of foreign gums and the re-exports must represent (1) 
the foreign gums brought to India across the land frontier ; (2) 
the varying extent to which stocks on hand are spasmodically 
drawn upon; or (3) the adulteration with Indian gum arabic. 
But the re-export trade fluctuates very greatly, thus from the 
figure given above for 1895-96, it fell to 7,391 cwts. in 1896-97, to 
5,951 ewts. in 1897-98 ; then rose to 7,297 ewts. in 1898-99, and to 
16,781 cwts. in 1899-1900 ; falling again to 12,171 in 1900-1901. 
If any reliance can be put on the declared valuations of these 
gums, it may be pointed out that the imported gum is the highest 
priced ; that the Indian gum arabic is next in value; and that 
the re-exported or East Indian gum arabic is the least expensive of 
the three qualities shown in trade returns. 

The figures given above are those for gum arabic, not the 
“ other gums” and “resins” which are recorded as imported and 
exported into and from India. 


THE GERMAN PRIVATE EXPORT PREMIUM SYSTEM. 


The following memorandum deals with the system of German 
private export bounty :— 

As the price policy carried on by the syndicates and in fact the 
whole interior working of all such institutions is never laid before 
the public in an authoritative form, it would be exceedingly 
difficult, if not impossible, to furnish a complete statement. ‘The 
information, such as it is, is generally obtained from second or 
third hand sources, which would account for possible discrepancies 
of various reports. 

The export bonus system was introduced in 1897 for such goods, 
the exportation of which could be proved beyond doubt by the 
production of bills of lading, invoices, &c. 

The bonus was granted by the Coal, Raw Iron and Half-finished 
Goods Syndicates, with a partial co-operation on the part of the 
Coke Syndicate. The rate, which was fixed at 15 marks per ton 
net of the exported goods, was, however, only granted upon a 
portion of the quantities (viz., on 66%, 50 per cent., or even 334 
per cent.) of the raw material got from the syndicates. Works, 
the production of which went partially or almost entirely abroad, 
had to submit to a reduction of the export premium, whereas the 
works with a smaller export were granted the full bonus. In 
some branches, it is true, the rate of percentage benefited the 
entire consumption of all their workse In such cases the Unions 
apportioned the amounts among themselves, and it was left to the 
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supported Union to distribute among its members the respective 
amounts of the export bonus. In principle the bonus was only to 
be paid to unions which offered a guarantee that by these premiums 
the world’s market price would not be lowered below the limits 
established by foreign competition. The commercial high tide, 
however, diminished the importance of these bonifications because 
the prices on the world’s market went up, and rose in 1898-9 
partially above the inland selling prices. With the turning tide 
new efforts were made to establish the export bonifications on a 
firmer and more lasting basis, the more so as the works had been 
forced during the boom to enter into contracts with the syndicates 
which extended over long periods. They found themselves com- 
pelled to take up and work off raw material prematurely contracted 
for at high prices, although the prices for manufactured goods 
were very low and contracts even at those low prices were scarce. 
Under these circumstances, the world’s market alone was left 
them to rid themselves of the accumulating stock. The German 
statistics show that henceforward the export, more especially of 
iron goods, was most energetically pushed. This, of course, 
swelled the demands for export premiums, and recently a new 
arrangement with regard to the export bonus has been perfected 
after prolonged and delicate negotiations. The Rhenish-West- 
phalian Coal Syndicate, in connection with the Westphalian 
Syndicate, the Raw Iron Syndicate at Diisseldorf, the Half-finished 
Goods Union and the German Girders Union, on the 20th day 
of June, established at Diisseldorf a central office under the style of 
“Clearing House for Export.” This office is empowered to settle 
the amounts of the export premiums for the above-mentioned 
syndicates and their members. All requests for grants of boni- 
fications must be addressed to their office; here the declared 
exports are controlled as to their accuracy; here, furthermore, 
accounts and calculations are settled and the respective payments 
of bonus are effected. The amount of the bonifications is to be 
fixed quarterly. Forthe second quarter, it was granted retrospectively 
to the Ist of April at the following rates :—1°50 marks per ton of 
such coal and coke as is used for the manufacture of export goods; 
coal is calculated to yield 70 per cent. of coke; furthermore, 
2°50 marks for the ton of raw iron, exclusive of the bonus upon 
coal; furthermore, 10 marks per ton half-finished goods, and 
10 marks per ton girders, both inclusive of the bonus granted on 
coal and raw iron. 

The export premium must, as a rule, not exceed the difference 
between foreign and inland prices; the central office furthermore 
retains one per cent. of the premiums to cover working expenses. 

It is reported that it was one of the facts resulting from the 
policy of the Central Office, which comprises the most important 
Unions of the iron industry, that the puddling works, which are 
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in litigation with the blast furnaces, and which up to then had 
bought their raw iron from non-syndicated works, again find 
themselves forced to purchase from the syndicate in order to 
obtain the export bonitication, because the purchases on the free 
market now no longer offered sufficient advantages. 

There also exists an Export Union for rails, to which the largest 
works of the German rail manufacturing works belong. This 
Union has likewise organised a Central Office, and it intends to 
attempt an understanding between the works belonging to the 
Export Union and the respective foreign manufacturers in the 
case of every new contract. 

This, however, does not complete the list of export bonifications. 

The Wire Syndicate in its by-laws professes that its main object 
is to promote the export by granting premiums. 

The Union of Sheet Iron Manufacturers pays an export premium 
of 15 marks per ton. 


IMPORTATION OF DUTY FREE MATERIALS FOR 
SHIPBUILDING IN GERMANY. 


With reference to the notice on pp. 195-6 of the “ Board of 
Trade Journal” of the 31st July last, a despatch has been received 
at the Foreign Office, from H.M. Consul-General at Hamburg, 
enclosing the following memorandum on the subject of the 
importation into Germany of duty free materials for shipbuilding, 
from 1898 to 1901 :— 

The “ Union of German Shipbuilders,” representing 31 build- 
ing yards, has recently published some statistics showing the 
respective quantity and value of the various materials used for 
shipbuilding which are admitted free of duty imported in each of 
the four years, 1898 to 1901. Amongst these the prominent 
materials are: rough iron plates and sheets (of wrought iron), 
“T” and angle iron, pig-iron, malleable iron bars, anchors and 
chains, rough iron ware, sawn wood for building and cabinet 
making, steam and hoisting engines (cranes), pumps and other 
machinery, fishing nets, &c. 

The total importation of these articles into Germany (duty free) 
during each of the last four years were respectively as follows :— 


Quantity. Value. 

Tons.* | £ 


* Metric tons of 2,204 lbs. 
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It appears that the importation of rough malleable iron plates 
and sheets, according to the above figures, experienced a further 
- decrease during the year 1901; and that the effects of the 
reduction in the German Railway rates for these articles are thus 
making themselves felt. The ‘‘ Union of Shipbuilders,” moreover, 
observe in their Report, that they have continued to use their 
best efforts towards promoting the use of materiais of German 
production ; but that these efforts are not yet sufficiently appre- 
ciated by the German manufacturers, and that these latter do not 
appear as yet to have a clear conception of the growing importance 
of German shipbuilding industry for German rolling mills, 
especially in times ‘when the home demand is diminishing in 
extent. 

The importations of sheet iron employed in shipbuilding during 
the period above referred to were as follows, viz. :— 


— Quantity. Value. 

Tons. £ 


The falling-off in the duty free importations of malleable iron 
plates and sheets is shown even more clearly on comparing the 
above figures with those representing the German “ special ”* trade 
in these articles. Thus in 1898 the duty free importations thereof 
were 16 times as great as the figures of the importations of the 
same under “special” trade; in 1899, however, the former were 
only seven times, and in 1900 only five times, as great as the 
“special” trade figures. This decrease in the duty free, or 
foreign importations is the more noteworthy, as during the years 
in question the German shipbuilding yards were incréasingly well 
employed. It should, however, be added, that the figures for 1901 
show that the duty free importations of these materials for 
shipbuilding were again 8} times as great as the importations 
under “special” German trade; but that this appears to be 
explained by the fact that there was in 1901 a considerable falling- 
off in the latter as compared with the “special” trade figures for 
1900. 

The diminution during the past four years in the importations 
of foreign, or duty free, ‘“T’” and angle iron for shipbuilding has. 
likewise been considerable, as may be seen from the following 
figures :— 


* Special trade here means trade for home consumption. 


| 
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Quantity. Value. 

Tons. 


- Ina similar proportion, of course, as the importations of these 

materials have diminished, a falling-off has taken place in the 
total annual amount of Customs’ duties remitted on the same; 
that is to say, the total sum remitted in 1898, viz., 158,000I., 
decreased to 64,312. in 1901. 

In explanation of the fact brought out in the foregoing that Ger- 
man shipbuilders are importing less duty free materials year by year, 
notwithstanding the comparatively high prices charged by German 
ironmasters to the German home trade in general, H.M. Consul- 
General at Hamburg shows in a later despatch that the prices 
charged specially to German shipbuilders are, upon the whole, 
regulated by the prices ruling for the same goods in the United 
Kingdom. 

The Consul writes: ‘‘ Supposing, for instance, the British price 
of iron plates ‘free on board’ in the Tyne to be 5/. per ton, and 
the freight for the same to Hamburg 5s. in addition, and that 
consequently the price of British plates at Hamburg would be 
dl. 5s., the German iron producer would fix the price at which he 
would sell to the German shipbuilder at Hamburg at 51. 3s. to 
dl. 2s., so that the German article would still be 2s. to 3s. cheaper 
than the British. At the same time the German iron producer 
would, in order to favour his export trade, fix the price of the 
same plates delivered by him in the Tyne at 4/. 19s. per ton, that 
is to say, 1s. lower than the British quotation. 

« Thus the British shipbuilder on the Tyne can obtain German 
plates at a lower price than the German shipbuilder in Germany 
itself, and at a lower price also than asked for British plates ; 
whilst the German shipbuilder, though paying a higher price than 
the British shipbuilder, is always able to obtain German plates in 
Germany at a lower price than. British. 

“An illustration of the effects whichthecomparatively low German 
export prices of certain iron goods are at present exercising upon 
British shipbuilding industry, is given by the fact that con- 
siderable quantities of shafts and of other heavy iron forgings are 


- now made for British shipbuilders in Rhenish Prussia, no less 


than four surveyors being actually stationed at Diisseldorf by 
‘Lloyd's Registry of British Shipping’ for superintending or 
standardising these goods, before they are exported from Germany 
to their destination in the United Kingdom.” 
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TRAFFIC ON THE KAISER WILHELM CANAL 
IN 1901-02. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
a report on the traffic on the Kaiser Wilhelm Canal during the 
year ended 31st March last, drawn up by H.M. Consul-General at 
Hamburg from an official publication recently issued by the 
German Government. 

According to this report a further satisfactory development of 
the traffic of the “Kaiser Wilhelm” (or North Sea Baltic) Canal 
took place in the 12 months, from Ist April, 1901, to 31st March, 
1902, as will appear from the following figures showing the 
number and registered tonnage of vessels (paying dues, not vessels 
of war, &c.) using the canal :— 


Year ending 31st March, || Year ending 31st March, 
1901. 
No. Tons. No. Tons. 
Steamers... 12,269 3,489,292 12,554 3,416,337 
Sailing vessels ee ant 15,035 532,748 |. 15,418 514,896 
Lighters and barges ae 1,741 269,054 | 2,189 354,068 
Total ... 29,045 | 4,282,094 || 30,161 | 4,285,301 


The through traffic in 1901 (comprising vessels which passed 
entirely through the canal, from end to end) amounted to 17,637 
vessels of an aggregate tonnage of 3,852,296 tons register, as 
against 16,555 vessels of 3,878,520 tons register in the preceding 
year. 

19,143 vessels of together 1,028,154 tons register which used 
the canal in 1901 were engaged in the German coasting trade—an 
increase of 806 vessels and of 57,227 tons register as compared 
with the figures for 1900. 

The following table shows the proportion in which the various 
national flags took part in 1901 in the traffic of the canal :— 


Steamers. Sailing Ships, | Lighters, &e. 

No. Tons. No. Tons. | No. | Tons. 

German ...  9,820'| 1,943,503 | 18,792 | 369,785 2,149 348,516 
431 | 321,353 | 34 3,082 
Belgian ... 30 15,204 | | _ 

860 | 371,554 | 338 18,902 8| 2,004 
French ... 12 9,246 | 1 161 

Dutch... ...) 185 | 181,289 | 855} 58,831 32 3,548 
Norwegian 318] 168,814 24 4,718 ~ | 
Swedish ... 669 | 228,179 | 42,518 
Russian ... ..., 192] 140,840 | 38 | 10,525 
137 41,355 7 6,371 

12,554 | 3,416,337 | 15,418 | 514,896 2,189 | 354,068 
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.Comparing the above figures with those for the year 1900, 
it appears that last year there was a decrease in the tonnage of 
British, German, Belgian, French, Norwegian and Swedish vessels 
using the canal, whilst there was at the same time an increase in 
the tonnage respectively of the Danish, Dutch, Russian, and of 
other vessels not specially described. 

The total receipts of the “ Kaiser Wilhelm Canal” in the year 
ended 3lst March, 1902, amounted to 106,3511., and the total 
expenses to 121,141/., a decrease: having taken place in both. 

In conciuding his report, H.M. Consul adds that the authority 
vested in the German Emperor and the German Federal Council, 
viz., to fix the Tariff of dues payable by vessels passing through 
the Canal, has, under a Law passed by the German Parliament 
last May, been extended for a further period of five years. As the 
existing Tariff is generally considered to have worked satisfactorily, 
the measure in question has met with the general approval of 
persons interested in the traffic of the ‘‘ Kaiser Wilhelm Canal.” 


SEWING MACHINES AND BICYCLES IN CENTRAL 
AND SOUTH AMERICA. 


The following particulars concerning the sewing machine and 
bicycle trade of certain countries in Central and South America 
are extracted from reports by the German Consuls in the several 
towns of the Republics :— 

Mexico. 

Mexico and San Iuis Potosi—The total imports of sewing 
machines (which are not shown in the official returns) are estimated 
on good authority to amount to nearly 35,000, of which nearly 
30,000 are of United States origin. Several well-known firms 
have agencies in Mexico, and there are numerous commission 
agents who undertake the sale of these articles. As a rule, sewing 
machines are bought on the instalment system. The best time for 
travellers to visit Mexico is either from July to October or from 
October to March. The places visited should be Merida, Vera 
Cruz, Puebla, Mexico, Guadalajara, San Luis Potosi, Monterey, 
Torreon, Morelia, Chihuahua, Durango, Guaymas, Hermosillo and 
Mazatlan. The duty on sewing machines in Mexico is 5 centavos 
per gross kilog., and an additional duty of 103 per cent. ad valorem 
is enforced. 

According to official statistics, the imports of cycles into the 
whole of Mexico in the year ending 30th June, 1901, amounted to 
22,559 kilogs. The imports into Mexico City are estimated at 
from 800 to 1,000 cycles yearly. There are a number of cycle 
dealers in that city. The duty on cycles in Mexico is 1 peso per 
net kilog., with an additional duty of 10} per cent. ad valorem. 

Vera Cruz.—800 sewing machines were imported into Vera 
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Cruz in the year 1901, of which three-fourths came from the 
United States and one-fourth from Germany. ‘The imports from 
the United Kingdom were very small. Bicycles are not imported 
into Vera Cruz owing to the hot climate and bad roads. 
Monterey.—There are one or two firms dealing in sewing 
machines and bicycles in Monterey, but enquiries should be made 
as to the standing of any firm before business is opened up. The 
best time for travellers to visit Monterey is from October to 
March. The chief places visited should be Monterey, Saltillo, 
Laredo, Torreon, Monclova, and Ciudad Porfirio Diaz. 
Cuba. 
Havana.—The imports of sewing machines and parts thereof in 
1899 amounted in value to 43,393 dols., in 1900 to 132,147 dols., 
and in 1901 to 85,137 dols. The following table shows the 
countries from which these sewing machines were imported :— 


From— | 1899, 1900. 1901. 
Dollars. Dollars. | Dollars. 

United States 42,832 | 130,050 75,518 
United Kingdom ... 603 2414 1,617 
Germany ... 69 1,404 7,864 
France 374 136 55 
Other countries... 15 313 83 
{ Dols. 43,393 132,147 85,137 

Total 9.040 27.530 17,736 


The most advantageous time for travellers to visit Cuba is the 
period from October to April, and the following places should be 
visited, viz.:—Havana, Matanzas, Cienfuegos, Trinidad, Santa 
Cruz, and Santiago. 

The duty on sewing machines and parts thereof imported into 
Cuba is 20 per cent. ad vulorem. There are about seven dealers in 
sewing machines in Havana. 

The value of bicycles and parts thereof imported amounted to 
15,687 dols. in 1901, as compared with 9,752 dols. in 1900. 
Cycles and parts thereof are dutiable in Cuba at 20 per cent. ad 
valorem. 

Haiti. 

Aux Cayes.—Owing to a depression in trade the imports of 
sewing machines, which in earlier years numbered from 15 to 20 
dozen, have decreased to two or three dozen per annum. These 
were almost exclusively imported from Germany; a few under 
consignment from North America were sold at less than cost price. 
A credit of about six months is usually given to buyers. The only 
town dealing in sewing machines is Aux Cayes. Sewing machines 
for one thread are dutiakle at 10 Haitian cents each, and for two 
threads at 20 cents. Sewing machines with stands are dutiable 
at 50 cents.. The duties are increased by 50 per cent. and 334 per 
cent., and the total duty thus payable is increased by 25 per cent. 

Owing to the bad roads cycles are not imported. 


q 
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Jamaica. 

Kingston.—In the financial year, 1900-1, sewing machines were 
imported to the value of 1,972/. sterling. Of this amount, North 
America contributed 1,087/. worth, Germany 569/., and England 
3161. worth. A credit of six months is usually given. The best 
time for travellers to visit’ the island is in May and June. 
Kingston is the only town dealing in these articles. There is no 
duty on imported sewing machines. 

The vaiue of the imports of cycles amounted to 1,5001., of which 
1,275l. worth were imported from North America, and 225/. worth 
from the United Kingdom. The duty on cycles amounts to 
163 per cent. ad valorem (including packing). 

United States of Colombia. 

Panama.—The figures of the importation of sewing machines are 
not available. German and American makes are the most popular. 
Six months credit is usually given. The months of February, 
March, and April are the most advantageous for travellers. There 
can be no prospect of a good business being carried on during the 
unrest which prevails at present. Panama, Colon, and Bocas de 
Toro might be visited. 

Owing to the hot climate and bad roads of Panama scarcely a 
dozen cycles are in use. 

Brazil. 

Rio de Juneivo.—Accurate figures as to the importation of 
sewing machines are not available. American and English 
machines are the most popular, whilst hand machines come almost 
exclusively from Germany. From May to September is the best 
time for travellers to visit the country. The towns dealing in 
sewing machines are Rio de Janeiro and Sao Paulo. 

A duty of 300 reis per kilog. is levied. 

Particulars of the imports of cycles are not available. Sao Paulo 
is the chief town dealing in cycles, the imports into Rio de Janeiro 
being hardly worthy of mention. ‘The imports come almost 
exclusively from the United States of America. The duties levied 
are as follows:—Bicycles with one seat for adults, 50 milreis 
each ; for boys and girls, 20 milreis each; on tricycles and parts 
thereof, 25 per cent. ad valorem ; on tricycles without pneumatic 
tyres, of tin-plate or wood, for children, 300 reis per kilog. 

Ecuador. 

Guayaquil.—In 1901, 6,572 sewing machines were imported, of 
which 5,760 came from North America and 484 from the United 
Kingdom. From July to December is the best time for travellers 
to visit Ecuador ; October to December the best time for selling 
sewing machines, There is no duty on these articles in Ecuador. 
Cycles were imported to the extent of 80 in 1901, of which 56 
came from North America and eight from England. A duty of 25 
centavos (100 centavos = 2s.) increased by surtaxes amounting to 
100 per cent., is leviable on cycles imported into Ecuador. 
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SEYCHELLES ISLANDS. 


The Board of Trade have received, from the Administrator of the 
Seychelles Islands, a copy of the Customs Tariff 
yp nn hema Amendment Ordinance, 1902 (No. 30 of 1902), 
which amends the Customs Tariff Ordinance, 

No. 29 of 1900. 


The present Ordinance, however, will only come into force when 
a Commercial Convention relating to the trade between France 
and Seychelles shall have been ratified. It provides for the 
imposition of duties on goods imported into the Seychelles 
Islands, as follows :— 


Articles. 
IMPORT DUTIES. Rs. Cts. 
Wines— 
In casks .. Per hectolitre 9 00 
{And a ‘farther duty of Rs. 8 per degree or fraction of a degree 
of alcohol, and per hectolitre, above 16 degrees, according 
to Gay Lussac’s alcohometer, contained in wines of the 
proper strergth and nature, whatever be the country of 
their origin. | 
In bottles— 
Per dozen bottles, each bottle not to exceed 1 iitre.. pie 2 00 
5 decilitres see 1 00 


” 
In ~ vessel whatsoever, not being a cask or a bottle of 1 litre 
ess Per litre 0 
[And : a further duty of 3 cents. per degree ‘or fraction of 
a degree of alcohol, and per litre, above 16 degrees 
according to Gay Lussac’ s alcohometer, contained in wines 
of the proper strength and nature, whatever be the country 
of their origin. | 
Champagne and other sparkling wines— 


Per bottle exceeding 1 litre, but not exceeding 2 litres 0 30 
not exceeding 1 litre axe ase eee 0 1b 
Per half bottle not exceeding 5 decilitres ... 0 08 
Articles of millinery (articles de mode), both finished or untinished, 
artificial feathers, metal clasps or buckles, ribbon, lace and all 
articles made use of by milliners and modistes for purposes of 
ornamentation ... ad valorem 123%, 
Manures of all sorts Free. 
‘The following substances when imported for the purpose of being 
used in the manufacture of we 
otash, caustic.. eee eee ove ove eee 
Silicate of potash... ove oe 


Note.—A hectolitre = 100 litres. A litre = 1-76 pints. 
A decilitre = +5 of a litre. 
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RUSSIA. 
The “Peterburgskaia Viedomosti” for the 21st October/3rd 
November states that the Customs Tariff 
ye = Revision Committee intend to raise the duties 
nies * on high-class furs to 110 roubles per poud 
(861, 2s. 5d. per cwt.). 


MEXICO. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
copy of a Bill laid before the Mexican Federal 
eo Congress on the 5th ult., according to which 
Duties cn ain the Government, without altering the Customs 
to Variation 4 Tariff, are to be enabled to charge import duties. 
Exchange. according to the variation in exchange, owing 

to the rapid depreciation of silver. 

The following is the text of Sections I. and II. of the Bill :— 

“ The Executive of the Union is authorised— 

“ T. To establish a basis for the liquidation and collection of 
“import duties, so that without variation in the Tariff rates the 
“ yield of the duties may vary in proportion to the fluctuations of 
“ foreign exchange above 220 per cent. or its equivalent of 223d. 
“ per Mexican dollar, adopted in the current budget of expenditure, 
“ and within the limits that in the opinion of the Executive are 
“ indispensable to meet the excess of expense for exchange and 
“ remittance of funds incidental to payments that have to be made 
“‘ by the nation in foreign money. 

“ TI. To repeal the stamp tax of 7 per cent. on import duties 
“ and 2 per cent. for port dues authorised by the Laws of 12th May. 
“ 1896, and 30th November, 1898.” , 


q 
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UNITED KINGDOM. 


A recently issued General Order of the Commissioners of Customs 

, o. 84 of 1902) contains the text of an Order 

by the Booed of Agriculture on the 10th 

enaut, Stents ult., permitting the importation into the United 

itted Kingdom, of animals from the Channel Islands, 

aimee and revoking previous Orders to the contrary 
effect. This Order came into force on the 17th ult. 


UGANDA PROTECTORATE. 


The Board of 'T'rade have received a copy of the Official Gazette of 
the East Africa and Uganda Protectorates for 
: lst November, 1902, containing an Ordinance 

Export Duties. dated 17th October, 1902 (No. 3 of 1902), 
amending the Customs Regulations of 1900 hitherto in force 
relating to the duties collected on goods exported from the Uganda 
Protectorate. 

The present Ordinance reduces the export duty on sem-sem oil 
from 12 to 8 per cent. ad valorem, and it, at the same time, 
imposes export duties on certain articles, as follows :— 


Skins... per cent. ad valorem. 
Coffee 5 
Castor oil 8 


The same Gazette further contains a copy of an Ordinance (No. 1 of 
Transit 1902), respecting the regulations to be observed 
rw by persons in charge of merchandise declared 

for transit through the Uganda Protectorate. 

It is provided, inter alia, that import duty shall be paid on 
merchandise declared for transit through the Protectorate, which 
will be repaid either at the station of exit or at the place of entry 
at the option of the transit agent. If no application is made for a 
return of duty within six months from the time of entry, the 
merchandise will be considered to have been imported and treated 
as such. 

Each package of merchandise in transit must be roped, wired, 
or otherwise securely fastened, and will be stamped with the 
transit seal, or sealed with the Customs seal, as the case may 

uire. 

Merchandise in transit will be liable to warehouse rent, and to 
the usual road and wharfage dues, and also to a charge of 
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four annas per package to cover the expenses in connection with 
the transit traffic. 

A manifest in duplicate, written in English, must be presented 
at: the place of entry into the Protectorate, giving a full description 
of the goods, place of origin, value at the place of entry, weight or 
quantity if in bulk, and the number and marks of the parcels if 
packed, and the intended station of exit. One of the manifests 
will be retained by the Customs authorities, and the other will be 
marked with a visa and returned to the transit agent. The 
manifest bearing the visa will, thereafter, be treated as the transit 
certificate, and must be produced whenever required by any officer 
of Customs or any Collector or Assistant Collector of the 
Protectorate. 


NORTH-EASTERN RHODESIA. 


A copy of the “ British Central Africa Gazette” for 30th Septem- 
ber, 1902, has been received, which contains a 

Export Duties. Government Notice (No. 13 of 1902) laying 
down the following regulations under the 

“ North-Eastern Rhodesia Order-in-Council, 1900,” respecting the 
imposition of duties on certain articles exported from North- 
Eastern Rhodesia, having effect from 1st September, 1902, viz. :— 


Rate of 
Articles, Export Duty. 
Rubber (except as stated below) ao Per lb. (avoirdupois) 4d. 
Ivory (elephant) ... 9d. 


The regulations provide that rubber extracted from cultivated 
plants, trees, or vines growing within the territory, will be exempted 
from the payment of export duty, provided that the exporter or 
person claiming exemption shall produce a certificate, signed by 
the magistrate of the district in which the rubber originated, 
specifying the number of such trees, plants, or vines cultivated by 
the producer, together with a declaration under the hand of the 
exporter, that such rubber is the produce of such plants, trees or 
vines, and no others. 

All rubber and ivory must be carried by one of the usual and 
ordinary routes, and the use of any other than an ordinary one, 
shall be prima facie evidence of an attempt to evade the duty. 


q 
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NORTH-EASTERN RHODESIA—continued. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
copy of the North-Eastern Rhodesia “ Cattle 


we oe Removal Regulations, 1902” (Government 
Im ad and Notice, No. 10 of 1902), which came into force 
Exp 1st August, 1902. 

Cattle The Regulations provide that no cattle may 


be imported into, or exported from, North- 
Eastern Rhodesia until a permit has been issued by the Adminis- 
trator, who may refuse or grant it at his discretion. 

Every application for a permit must be in writing and state the 
number, sex, description and origin of the cattle proposed to be 
imported or exported, together with such further information as 
may be required by the Administrator. 

Permits are also required to be obtained from the District 
Magistrate for the purchase of native cattle from natives, and also 
for the removal of any cattle from one district of North-Eastern 
Rhodesia to another. 

Under a Regulation also issued on Ist August, 1902 (Govern- 
ment Notice, No. 11 of 1902), it is notified that the Regulation 
requiring a permit for the purchase of native cattle is applied to 
the East Loangwa district. 


RUSSIA. 


Aaverting to the notice published at p. 113 of the “ Journal ” for 
~~ the 16th October last, the Board of Trade are 
| informed that the “ Official Messenger ” for 
a. the 18th/31st October notifies the issue of a 
Decree by the Ministry of Finance authorising 
the passage in transit of tea via Novorossisk, 
Petrovsk, and Krasnavodsk to the Askabad, Bokhara, Khckand, 
and Samarkand Custom-houses under the same conditions as tea 
in transit via Batoum, Baku, and Krasnavodsk. 


The same issue of the “ Official Messenger” also reports the issue 
. of the following regulations for the importation 

foreign medicines :— 

‘In order to obtain permission to import 
“foreign medicines, three samples must be 
** sent—one must be presented to the Board 
“of Medicine (Meditsinski Soviet) for examination; a second, 
“‘ after examination by the Board of Medicine, to the Department 
‘of Customs; and a third to the St. Petersburg College of’ 
“ Physicians (Stoleetchnoe Vratchebnoe Otpravlenie) for i’s 
‘information, together with notice of the decision arrived at ly 
“ the above-mentioned Department and Board.” 


the Importation 
of Foreign 
Medicines. 
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FRANCE-—TUNIS. % 


The French “ Journal Officiel” for the 29th ult. contains the text 
of a Decree fixing at 13,000,000 kilogs. the 


wate tee quantity of olive oil and of oil of residuum of 
Oil into F +f olives, of Tunisian production, which may be im- 


ported into France free of duty during the 12 
months ending the 30th November, 1903. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The following is the substance of some Decisions affecting the 
eaten application of the United States Customs 
Decisions Tariff which have recently been issued by the 

, Treasury Department at Washington for the 
guidance of United States Customs officers and others :—- 

Ammeters and voltmeters, designed for use in an institution of 
learning for the instruction of students, are entitled to free entry 
as scientific instruments, under paragraph 638 of the Tariff. 

American goods returned—photographic fjilns—The words 
“ advanced in value or improved in condition,” as used in para- 
graph 433 of the Tariff, must be taken in a commercial and not in 
a sentimental sense, and photographic films of American manu- 
facture, taken abroad and exposed in a camera and then returned 
without being developed, are entitled to free entry under the said 
paragraph as articles of American manufacture returned, not 
advanced in value or improved in condition. 

Gauge of spirituous liquors.—Imported spirituous liquors should 
be assessed for duty on the basis of their condition at the standard 
temperature of 60 deg. F., prescribed in the internal revenue laws 
and adopted by the Tariff Act of 1897 (par. 290) ; and correction 
of volume is rightly made according to the extent of the difference | 
between this standard temperature and the natural temperature of 
the liquors. 

Bronze statuary.-—Metal statuary produced by casting, whether 
the cast is finally finished by the hand of the artist or not, is 
excluded from paragraph 454 of the Tariff, not being “ wrought 
by hand” from the metal, within the meaning of that paragraph. 
A bronze bust produced by the so-called cire perdue process, in 
which the statue is the result of a casting from the sculptor’s 
original model in clay and wax, is dutiable at the rate of 45 per 
cent. ad velorem, as a manufacture of metal, under paragraph{1935 
of the Tariff. 

Paintings—Reciprocity with France——Screens made of wood, 
silk, and cotton, the panels of which are ornamented with land- 
scapes and figures painted in oil, are dutiable as paintings in oil 
or water colours. at the rate of 20 per cent. ad valorem, under 


paragraph 454 of the Tariff. 


a 
a 
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In order that a painting may become entitled to the benefits of 
the reciprocal commercial agreement with France, it is necessary 
to show that it is the product of France and was exported from 
that country. 

Personal effects—Articles brought by the head of a family as 
presents for his wife and children may be admitted free of duty 
under paragraph 697 of the Tariff, if within the limitation of 
100 dols. in value. This Decision is held to include presents 
brought by the head of a family if intended for members of his or 
her immediate family. 

Free entry of tourists’ bicycles.—-With reference to a notice 
published at p. 117 of the “ Board of Trade Journal” for the 17th 
July relating to the free entry of bicycles owned by members of 
certain touring clubs and the form of certificate to be used for the 
purpose, the Treasury Department now state that the above- 
mentioned privilege is to be extended to members of the Swiss 
‘Touring Club. 

Artificial teeth, composed of mineral substances, are dutiable 
under Section 6 of the Tariff Act, as unenumerated manufactured 
articles, at the rate of 20 per cent. ad valorem, and not under ° 
paragraph 97 at the rate of 35 per cent. ad valorem. 

Unfinished pocket-knives and parts of knives, when valued at not 
more than 40 cents per dozen, are dutiable at the rate of 40 per 
cent. ad valorem, and when valued at more than 40 cents and not 
above 50 cents per dozen at the rate of 1 cent each and 40 per cent. 
ad valorem under paragraph 153 of the Tariff, and not under the 
proviso to the said paragraph. 


MEXICO. 
The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
translation of a Mexican Decree temporarily 
modifying the duty leviable on imported 
wheat. The following is the text of the 


Temporary 
_ Modification of 


Import Duty on translation :-— 


Article 1—The wheat imported through 
“ the Custom houses of the Republic from the 15th of the present 
“month until 3lst March, 1903, will pay a duty of 50 cents per 
“100 kilogs. gross weight. 
“ Article 2.—From April Ist, 1903, imported wheat will again 
“ be subject to the duty set forth in Section 146 of the importation 
“ Tariff.” 


NICARAGUA. 
A telegram to the following effect has been received at the Board 
Inc , of Trade, through the Foreign Office, from H.M. 
Guinan tent Consul at Managua :— 
, “The increase in the Nicaraguan Customs 
Tariff amounts to 280 per cent.” 
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COLOMBIA. 

The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
Semmes a translation of a Decree issued by the Colombian 
Export Duties Government on the 20th September last, 
‘Imposing certain increases of taxation in view 
of “ the urgent need of funds in gold for the support of the army 
“on the coast.” The Decree enacts the following provisions with 

regard to export duties :— 
From the date of the present Decree and until further notice 
export duties shall be payable in gold in the following manner :— 


*Dols. cts. 
Husked coffee ... per 100 lbs. 0 70 
Coffee in the husk ive 0 50 
Cattle hide... 1 00 
Goat, &c., hide... 3 00 
Vegetable ivory one an 0 2 
Divi divi = 0 08 
Tobacco in leaf... 0 40 
Tobacco in carrots... 0 50 
Manufactured tobacco... ake 0 80 
Cotton in leaf ... 0 30 
Prepared cotton 0 35 
Bunches of plantains ... 0 
Dried birds... Fake 1 50 
Tortoise-shell ... 2 50 
Balsam ... ue 1 20 
Fustic, or dyeing wood 0 80 
Brazil wood ... 0 80 
Cedar, galiabo, or any other woods used 
for the purpose of construction ... 1,000 sq.ft. 2 40 
Cocoa-nuts 1,000 1 00 
Cattle ... each 8 00 
Straw hats... kilog. 0 50 


Export duties on minerals remain unaltered. 

Such articles of export as are not mentioned above will be valued 
by the examining section of the Custom-house, and will pay duty 
at the rate of five per cent. of their gold value. 

All duties referred to in this Decree are payable in Colombian 


gold. 


* The Colombian dollar is equivalent to 4s, 


| 
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RUSSIA. 


The “Journal de St. Pétersbourg” of 11th/24th ult. states that, 
according to the Russian press, three express 


— oe on trains are now running weekly between Moscow 
Zastern Railway. and Irkutsk. One of these trains consisting of 


Ist and 2nd class carriages belongs to the 
International Sleeping Car Company. Before the end of the 
present year this service of trains, it is said, will be extended to 
Port Arthur and Dalny, and will run in connection with the 
steamship service to Nagasaki and Shanghai. After lst January, 
1903, the number of express trains will be increased to five, and 
after 1st January, 1904, the trains will run daily. 


With reference to the notice published on p. 456 of the “ Board 
of Trade Journal” of 5th December, 1901, 


a respecting the steamship services of the Chinese 
ether Eastern Railway Company, a memorandum has 
SS. cr mig been drawn up by the Acting British Vice- 


Consul at Chemulpo on the working of these 
services between Japan, Corea, and Uhina ports, from which it 
appears that the results from a commercial point of view are far 
from satisfactory. One of the principal defects of the services is 
that of unpunctuality. In sharp contrast to the dilatoriness of the 
railway company, the Japanese steamers are despatched almost to 
the minute of the scheduled time of sailing, and their arrivals are, 
weather permitting, equally punctual. It is further stated in the 
memorandum that it is quicker to ship to Korea via Nagasaki 
with transhipment, than via Port Arthur direct. 


AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 


With reference to the notice on p. 562 of the “ Board of Trade 
Austrian-Lloyd Journal” for 20th ult., and to a previous notice 
Freight Rates to respecting the Austrian-Lloyds’ new service to 
South Africa. South Africa, a memorandum by H.M. Com- 
mercial Attaché at Vienna has been received at 
the Foreign Office, stating that the freight tariff adopted by the 
Austrian-Lloyd Steamship Co. for its new service is based on, and 
is in most respects identical with, the tariff of German lines sailing 
thither from Hamburg. 

The present rate of freight from Trieste for iron and steel goods 
is 33e. a ton to Mombasa and Zanzibar, and 35s. a ton to Beira, 
Lorengo Marques, and Durban. In the case of bulky machinery, 
however, special rates according to size are charged, and the tariff 
published gives no fixed rates for this class of merchandise. 
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AUSTRIA-HUNGARY —continued. 


A memorandum has been received at the Foreign Office, from 

4 . H.M. Consul-General at Budapest, stating that 

eo omg the report on the Hungarian railways for 1901, 

eieheton tor recently published, shows a total length of line 

1901 of 17,270 kiloms., of which 8,076 kiloms. are 

, main lines; 7,677 kiloms. of railways belong to 

the State. The total cost of the upkeep of all the lines was 
21,360,000 korona (890,000/.). 

The rolling stock consisted of 2,989 locomotives, 5,842 passenger 
cars and 65,619 goods waggons ; of these the State owned 2,487 
locomotives, 4,761 passenger cars, and 55,012 goods waggons. 

Altogether, in the year 1901, 67,044,000 passengers were carried, 
viz., 831,000 first-class, 11,597,000 second, and 52,228,000 third 
and 2,388,000 military. Of goods, 43,027,000,000 tons were 
carried. 

The total income of all the railways was 276,460,000 korona 
(11,519,1661.) gross, and the expenses were 155,490,000 korona 
(6,478,7501.) or 54°24 per cent. The net profits were 120,900,000 
korona (5,037,500/.). 

For the current year the unaudited amounts show for ten 
months working, to the end of October, a gross income of 
164,489,600 korona (6,853,7331.), and for 19U1, for the same 
period, 163,678,200 korona (6,819,925/.). 

The increase is said to be due to the passenger traffic, as the 
goods traffic in 1902 has not been up to the level of that of 1901. 


BRAZIL. 


With reference to the notice on pp. 597-8 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” of 25th September last, respectin 
ee of the need for survey and buoyage of the 
‘ entrance to the harbour of Tamandaré, the 
information given therein was quoted as emanating from 
the British Vice-Consul at Maceio, whereas it should have been 
attributed to the British Vice-Consul at Pernambuco. 
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RUSSIA. 
The British Commercial Agent in Russia reports that the official 
Conference of “Commercial and Industrial Gazette” of 


. St. Petersburg of 20th October/2nd November, 
1902, describing the first meeting of a conference 
of representatives of the iron industry now 
being held at St Petersburg at the Ministry of 

Finance, and attended by over 100 delegates, publishes the 
inaugural speech of the President of the conference, Mr. W. de 
Kovalevsky, Assistant Minister of Finance. The latter explained 
that the discussions would embrace four principal questions, viz :—- 

1. The present position of the metallurgical and machinery 
industries. 

2. The fixing of prices for rails and rolling stock for the State 
railways. 

3. The best methods of providing Zemski (or Provincial 
Government) depéts with iron. 

4, The revision of the Customs Tariff on machinery. 

With regard to Nos. 3 and 4 the President proposed that these 
two subjects should be transferred to the consideration of special 
commissions, and, thus, only the first two questions remained for 
discussion. 

Referring then to the present condition of the metallurgical 
industry, Mr. de Kovalevsky invited discussion on the measures to 
be taken to remedy the existing over production of iron. 

A lengthy interchange of opinion followed on the part of 
representatives of the ironworks, who substantiated their views 
by statistical data, according to the above mentioned journal, 
“clearly proving that the crisis overshadowing the metallurgical 
industry is not yet past, but, on the contrary, is assuming, to a 
certain extent, a protracted character.” 

Representatives of the Southern and Ural Works insisted on 
curtailment of production as the only radical and effective remedy, 
and on the necessity of combined organisation, adding that a 
beginning in this direction had just been made by the formation of 
a combination for the sale of metals and regulation of prices, but 
that, unfortunately, only a very few works had signified their 
adherence. 

Other representatives dwelt on the question of State orders, the 
necessity of augmenting the same, and on “the abnormal and 
extremely onerous arrangements connected with the conclusion and 
fulfilment of Government contracts.” 


462 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [Dec. 4, 1902, 


Minerals, Metals, and Machinery. 


Foreign works obtain, it was complained, Russian Government 
orders on the usual trade conditions prevailing abroad, and instead 
of having to deposit securities, are even favoured with advances. 

The meeting unanimously recognised the necessity of a revision 
of the Government regulations affecting State orders, Mr. de Kova- 
levsky requesting the representatives present to draw up a special 
report on the subject for the consideration of the Government. 


FRANCE—TUNIS. 


The recently issued report of H.M. Consul-General at Tunis states 
D ~ that a Beylical Decree of 22nd August, 1900, 
ae ee has modified the first article of the Decree of 


lst December, 1898, on the prospecting and 
nr By son working of deposits of phosphates of lime. 
Paragraphs 3 and 4 are cancelled, and the 


following inserted :— 

“* The area applied for must not exceed 2,000 hectares (i.e., 4,942 
acres), and no two points within it may be more than 10 kiloms. 
(6} miles) apart. 

“The application must be accompanied by a plan on a scale of 
s0000; giving a general sketch of the configuration of the land, 
the location of the outcrops, and the exatt course of the perimeter 
of the claim.” (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,915.) 


On pp. 18-23 of the report alluded to above will be found 
Mineral some interesting notes on the subject of phos- 
Peeemenin: phates and the mineral resources of Tunisia, 
Rich Iron together with some notes on iron property 
Deposits in North Africa. See also p. 434 of this issue 
— of the “ Journal.” 


SPAIN. 


The “ Revista Minera” of Ist ult. contains a description of a new 
extensive deposit of iron ore in Spain. The 

sow Dave See deposit is situated at Almohaja, in Teruel, and 
Deposit. is the property of a Bilbao firm. The ore is 


hematite averaging 54°34 per cent. of iron, 1°95 per cent. of 
manganese, 0-06 to 0°39 per cent. of phosphorus, and 0-01 to 0:03 
per cent. of sulphur. The deposit is estimated to contain 
33,000,000 tons of ore of superior quality, and 16,000,000 tons of 
siliceous ore. 
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ARGENTINA. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office, from the 
Sietiiciiins tox Secretary to H.M. Legation at Buenos Ayres, 
‘the Storage of forwarding the text of .a Decree which 
at was recently published in the Argentine 
Seinen Ame “ Boletin Oficial” authorising the establish- 
yres. ment by the Colonial Oil Company of New 
Jersey (U.S.A.), which is affiliated with the Standard Oil 
Company, of petroleum tanks in the port of Buenos Ayres, and 
granting permission to construct the necessary works for the 
loading, unloading and storage of oil in that port. 

The full text of the Decree, together with a précis translation 
thereof, may be seen on application at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any 
day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


In connection with the above, it may be noted that a further 
Decree appeared in a subsequent issue of the “ Boletin Oficiel,” 
granting permission to Messrs. Arthur Holland & Company (the 
agents of the “Shell” Transport and Trading Company, Ltd.) to 
establish tanks, &c. for the storage of petroleum in the Port of 
Buenos Ayres. 

The conditions are precisely the same as those on which 
permission was accorded to the Colonial Oil Company of New 
Jersey. 
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UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
— from the inspectors and officers of Excise in 
z the week ended the 29th ult., wereas follow :-— 
Wheat... 258. Od. 
Barley... 248, 11d. 
For further particulars see p. 469. 


A statement is published on p. 470, showing the quantities of 
Imports _ the various descriptions of agricultural produce 
— 1 aor imported into the United Kingdom during the 

uce. week ended the 29th ult., as well as of the 
imports during the corresponding week of 1901. 


ORANGE RIVER COLONY. 


An extraordinary issue of the “Government Gazette” of the 
Orange River Colony, dated 31st October last, 


. . contains the text of an Ordinance to provide 
L toy Se for the lease or sale of Crown lands within the 


Colony. 
of Crown ands. This Ordinance, which defines the condi- 


tions on which certain Crown lands may be disposed of to approved 
applicants, may be seen on application at the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., 
any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


WEST INDIES. 


The following table, showing the average annual production of leaf 
_— tobacco, cut tobacco, cigars and cigarettes in 
ciate each of the undermentioned West Indian 
Islands, is extracted from a recent report by 

the Belgian Consul-General for the Antilles :— 


— Cut Tobacco.| Cigars. Cigarettes. 
Kilogs, Kilogs. Kilogs. Kilogs. 
Cuba 20,000,060 250,000 1,200,000 10,000 
Jamaica... 20,000 14,000 4,000 


Total... ... —...| 80,820,000 250,000 | 1,214,000 14,000 
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RUSSIA. 


The “ Journal de St. Pétersbourg” of 9th/22nd ult. states that, 
Tobacco according to statistics prepared by the Russian 
Production of the Ministry of Finance, the tobacco plantation of 
on the Caucasus last year supplied 76,914 pouds 
— of tobacco to the factories at St. Petersburg, 
34,907 pouds to the Province of Tauride, 32,150 pouds to the Don 
Territory, 13,808 pouds to the Black Sea Province, 4,365 pouds to 
that of Kharkor, and 3,080 pouds to that of Moscow. The total 
exports of tobacco from the Caucasus in 1901 were 172,188 pouds 
or about 25,000 pouds more than in the previous year. 
NoTe.—Poud = 36 lbs, avoirdupois. 


URUGUAY. 


The following table, showing the number of live-stock in the 
Live-Stock Republic of Uruguay in 1901 according to 
Statistics the declarations made for the payment of the 

’ Property Tax, has been extracted from the 
recently issued Statistical Annual of Uruguay for 1901 by the 

“* Montevideo Times” of 24th ult. :— 


Number. 


Total... ose 24,605,093 
| 


An official note to the above table adds that live-stock are 
exempt from direct taxation and the declarations made are very 
imperfect, so that the real number is greatly superior to that given 
above. Adding only 5 per cent. for omissions brings the total up 
to 25,835,000, or, in round figures, 26,000,000. 


JAPAN. 


It is stated in the monthly report of the Yokohama Chamber of 
Commerce for October that a ginseng trust 

Ginseng Trust. has been formed in Japan. The production of 

; this root is not large, Korea producing 

50,000 Ibs., America 200,000 lbs., and Japan 490,000 lbs. There is, 
however, a very great difference in price. The Korean Goyernment, 
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by uniformly maintaining a State monopoly and carefully 
controlling production, has managed to keep the price of Korean 
ginseng at 30 yena pound. In America there is a trust, which 
maintains the figure at 20 yen. But the Japanese producers do 
not protect themselves in any way. Messrs. Oshikawa and. 
Sayegusu having ccnceived the idea of a trust, have managed, it is 
said, to carry it, and have secured the co-operation of the Mitsui 
Bussan Kaisha which farms the trade in China. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
ur during the week ended the 27th ult. was 
Cotton Statistics. 110,255 and the number imported during the 
48 weeks ended the 27th ult. was 3,250,424. 
As regards exports, the figures are, for the week ended the 27th 
ult., 7,277 bales, and for the 48 weeks, 425,475. 
For further details see p. 469. 


BRITISH INDIA. 


The following tables, showing the value of the imports and exports 
Trade of the into and from the North-West Frontier Province 
North-West of British India in the years ended 31st March, 

Seenthtie Mibtiees 1901 and 1902, are extracted from an official 

report on the external land trade of that Pro- 


aeeLS. vince for the year 1901-2 recently published :— 
I—Imports. 

Principal and other Articles. 1900-01. 1901-02. 

| Rs. Rs. 
Drugs and medicines 10,52,130 3,49,383 
Fruits, vegetables and nuts. 12,65,025 10,71,304 
Grain and pulse... 24,09,123 11,15,335 
Hides and skins ... oy 12,02,125 7,23,277 
Other articles ...| 29,32,789 12,01,702 
Total merchandise... 1,91,87,921 | 87,60,325 


Total imports... | 1,97,07,961 | 87,60,825 
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Miscellaneous. 
II.—Exports. 
Principal and other articles. 1900-01. 1901-02... 
Cotton, raw . ...|  3,68,790 5,14,622 
Cotton twist and yarn ay 10,32,441 11,84,092 
Grain and pulse __.... soe  8,28,629 1,55,683 
Total merchandise... 1,98,44,367 1,40,68,071 
» treasure ... bid 10,17,1387 4,46,404 
Total experts ... 2,08,61,504 | 1,45,14,475 


REPORTS OF BRITISH CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE. 


Leeds.— At a meeting of the Leeds Chamber of Commerce on 
the 25th ult., Mr. G. R. Portway (President) in the Chair, a 
resolution was moved that the attention of the Government be drawn 
to the position at present existing in the carrying trade between 
the United Kingdom and South Africa owing to the methods 
adopted by the South African Conference of Shippers. The 
resolution went on to suggest that the Government should decline 
to support the South African Conference Lines until they abandon 
such methods as are prejudicial to and adversely affect the 
prosperity of this country’s commercial interests. 

After some discussion the resolution was seconded and carried 
unanimously, 

Among other subjects also discussed at the meeting were the 
proposed new regulations by the railway companies in respect of 
the Carriage of Inflammable Oils, Parliamentary Procedure, the 
Metric System, &c. , 


Bradford.— A meeting of the Council of the Bradford Chamber 
of Commerce was held recently. In the absence of the President, 
Mr. W. B. Gordon, the Chair was taken by Colonel Hoffmann. 

On the recommendation of the Wool Trade Section of the 
Chamber, it was resolved to send a letter to the Associated 
Chamber of Agriculture repudiating the statement made that 
large quantities of shoddy were used in Bradford and the district 
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round about, and pointing out that it is practically impossible to 
make use of any such material in the worsted trade, which is the 
only textile trade carried on in Bradford. 

Amongst other matters under discussion were the new Japanese 
Tariff, the Ventilation of Factories and Workshops, &c., &c. 


Oldham.—At a meeting of the Oldham Chamber of Commerce 
on the 24th ult., Mr. A. E. Wrigley presiding, the chamber 
decided to bring a resolution before the Associated Chambers of 
Commerce to the effect that the Association views with satisfaction 
the efforts being made to develop the resources of our Colonies and 
dependencies, and strongly supports the action of the British 
Cotton Grewing Association. 

An invitation of the Montreal Board of Trade to the fifth congress 
of Chambers of Commerce of the Empire was accepted, the selection 
of the delegates being left open. Mr. J. C. Atkins, secretary, 
announced that 16,9981. had been promised in subscriptions to the 
British Cotton Growing Association, of which 5,000/. had been 
contributed by Oldham, and he anticipated that there would be 
another 3,000/. or 4,0001. from that district. 


Walsall. At the monthly meeting of the Walsall Chamber of 
Commerce held on the 24th ult., Mr. F. Rathbone in the chair, it 
was resolved to support the holding of a congress of Chambers of 
Commerce of the Empire at Montreal in August, 1903, and several 
members undertook to attend. 

Resolutions for consideration at the annual meeting of the 
Associated Chambers of Commerce in March were dratted and 
forwarded re standardisation of engineering sections and physical 
tests of metals, and also re halfpenny postage of unsealed com- 
munications. 

Other matters dealt with were the Carriage of Goods at Owner’s 
risk, Carriage of Mixed Packages, Teaching of Spanish and Local 
Telephone Exchanges. 


Nottingham—A meeting of the Council of the Nottingham 
Chamber of Commerce was held on the Ist inst., Colonel J. Wright 
presiding. 

It was decided to support the resolution drawn up by the Leeds 
Chamber directing the attention of the Government to the methods 
adopted by the South African Conference of Shippers with regard 
to the carrying trade between the United Kingdom and South 
Africa. 

Among the other matters under discussion were the Russian law 
making invoices subject to stamp duty, &c. 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 


Cotton Returns. 
Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at the Various Porte of the United Kingdom during the Week 
and 48 Weeks ended 27th November, 1902. 


Week ended | 48 Weeks || week endea| 48 weeks 
9 27th Nov ended || 27th Nov ended 
1902, 27th Nov., 1 27th Nov., 
1902, 1902. 
IMPORTS, EXPoRTS. 
(Bales.) (Bales.) 
No. No. No. No. 
American 4, ove 83,384 2,495,589 1,299 258,566 
Brazilian eee eee 7,476 229,584 1,875 25,841 
East Indian ... ooo “4 476 60,360 328 32,952 
Egyptian ni 18,808 407,872 8,122 100,650 
Miscellaneous ese ‘ 109 57,019 653 7,464 
Total 110,253 |: 8,250,424 7,277 425,473 
Corn Prices. 


Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter 
of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure,* as received from the Inspectors 
and Officers of Excise in the week ended 29th November, 1902, and 
corresponding weeks of the four previous years pursuant to the Corn 


Returns Act, 1882. 


Average Price. 
Wheat, Barley. Oats. 
Week ended 29th November, 1902 2% O |] 2 1 | 
Corresponding week in— 
1895 eee eee eee eee eee ad 24 1 24 5 14 1 
1899 ... eee eee eee eve 25 7 25 10 16 «6 
1900 ... eee ove ove 37 © 25 9 17 
1901 ... | 26 18 9 
* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 


purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperiai 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 


| | 
| 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 


Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of A) 


gricultural 


Produce imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 
29th November, 1902, together with the quantities imported in the 
corresponding week of the previous year. 


Week ended | Correspond- 
— 29th Nov., ing week 
1902. in 1901. 
Animals, li 
Oxen, Calves ... Number. 11,796 9,680 
Sheep and lambs .. 11,367 7,271 
Fresh meat :— 
Pork 21,361 18,544 
Salted or preserved meat :— 
Cwts. 104,035 111,776 
f 2,587 8,818 
Hams ove ” 27,251 37,982 
Pork > 2,916 4,502 
Meat, unenumerated, salted or fresh .. - 18,644 11,258 
Meat,preserved otherwise thanbysalting g ” 11,195 14,428 
Dairy produce and substitutes : _ 
Cheese... 46,958 59,056 
Milk, fresh, in cans or drums " ~ 1,081 57. 

cream one ° 179 90 

» condensed ... 16,005 14,892 

kinds ... 75 21 

Grt. Hundr. 390,696 423,681 
Value £ 20,680 12,378 
51,15 
in, meal and flour :— 

mm, grain, 1,490,755 | 1,769,700 
Wheat-meal and fiour 379,304 613,400 
Oats 260,662 325,500 
Beans 44,448 20,500 
Maize or Indian corn. 862,298 642,600 

_ Fruit, raw :-— 
Apples... Cwts. 160,550 74,950 
” 1,571 8,292 
Strawberries eos oo » 
Hay ... ood Tons, 4,886 7,881 
Hops .. Cwts. 8,025 4,134 
Vegetables, raw :— 
Onions ove eee Bushels, 130,575 151,021 
Cwts, 72,949 42,021 
Unenumerated .. Value £ 8,255 5,259 
by canning PS 10,156 1,368 


* Not shown in 1901. 


| 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 

The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of October, 1902, have been 
published. The accounis, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a small cost (in the present 
instance 94d.) per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, 
from Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet 
Street, London, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, 8.W.; or Messrs. 
Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh; or Edward Ponsonby, 116, Grafton 
Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the ‘ Annual State- 
ment of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign Countries 
and British Possessions” for the year 1901, in two Volumes, 
may be purchased at a cost of 6s. 7d. for the first, and 4s. 10d. 
for the second Volume, at any of the addresses enumerated 
above. This publication, which contains much more detailed 
and exhaustive information than can be given in the Monthly 
Accounts, gives Abstract Tables for the years 1897-1901, and 
detailed statements of imports and exports of each article (from 
and to each country), and, in the second volume, details as to 
customs duties, trade in coin and bullion, transhipments, and 
articles in bond, and particulars of the trade ot the United 
Kingdom with each foreign country. 


THE LABOUR GAZETTE. 

This Gazette is published by the Board of Trade about the 15th 
of each month. The following are among the more important 
articles that appeared in the number issued on the 15th ult. :— 
State of the Labour Market in October; Ventilation of Factories 
and Workshops ; Co-operative Production in 1901; The Strike of 
Anthracite Coal Miners in the United States of America ; Census 
of Ireland; Inspection of Factories, Workshops, and Mines in 
France in 1901; British Columbia—Act defining Liabilities of 
Trade Unions, &c., &c. 


FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 

The following is a résumé of some of the more interesting 
subjects dealt with in Consular Reports of the Annual and 
Miscellaneous Series issued since the last number of the “Board 
of Trade Journal.” 


No. 2,915. Regency of Tunis. 


Steady progress of the Small immigration of French 
country since the last report large immigration of Italians 
(2,279 for 1898-99). and to some extent Maltese. 

Principal productions— Statement of principal mines 
cereals, cattle, vine and olive — and quarries, 
products, British Chamber of Com- 


Railways all now in French merce. 
hands. Steamship lines. 
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Tableof principal exports and 
table of exports by countries. 

Special note on esparto grass 
trade. 


Special note on mining. 

Table of principal imports 
and table of imports by coun- 
tries. 


No. 2,916. Agriculture in the Trans-Caucesus, 1902. 


General results in 1902 ex- 
ceptionally good. 

Failure of crops in the Kars 
district. 

Agricultural education. 

Obstacles to agricultural 
development. 

Cultivation of tea, liquorice 
root, cotton, tobacco, rice, 

pes, &c. 


Poor sale of agricultural 
implements. 

Condition of the silkworm 
rearing industry. 

Experiments in the de- 
struction of locusts. 

Cattie’ rearing and dairy 
farming industries. 


This publication also contains a report on the agricultural con- 


dition of Novorossisk. 


No. 2,917. Bosnia and Herzegovina, 1901. 


Cattle trade. 
Industries, viz.: chemical 
works, iron works, saw-mills, 


Minin g. 
Completion of drainage works 
in Serajevo. 


Table of imports and exports 
by quantities. 

Table showing quantities 
and approximate values of 
certain imports and exports. 

Table showing output of 
minerals. 


No. 2,918. Switzerland, 1901. 


Decrease in the value of the 
imports and increase in that of 
the exports, latter due to trade 
with the United Kingdom. 

Detailed particulars of the 
imports and exports. 

Trade with India, Australia 
and Canada. 

Table of imports and exports 
by countries, 


Export of Swiss silk to the 
United Kingdom. 

British trade with Switzer- 
land. 

List of goods in which 
British trade might be in- 
creased, and suggestions for 
improving British trade. 

Proposed new customs 
tariff. 


No. 585 (Miscellaneous). Siberia. 


General report on the 
Siberian railway line. 

Immigration to Siberia and 
the Far East. 

Passenger mail traffic. 

‘Constituents of the goods 
traflic. 

Trade of the Amour region 
and Manchuria. 
Condition of the Russo- 


Chinese and Russo-Japanese 
trades. 

Trade conditions in the Far 
East. 

Trade openings in Siberia. 

Imports and exports via 
Russian Asiatic frontiers. 

Tables of shipping at Vladi- 
vostock and Nikolaievsk-on- 
Amotr. 


Dec, 4, 1902.] 


THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 


473 


Government Publications. 


LIST OF FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 
Tue following Reports of H.M. Diplomatic and Consular Officers, 
which have been issued in the Annual and Miscellaneous Series since 
lst January, 1902, may be obtained from Messrs, Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 
The titles of the Miscellaneous Series are printed in italics. 


No. Place. Price| No. Place. Price 
EU ROPE— 2851 | Frankfort-on-Main ...1901] 4d. 
Austria-Hungary: 2758 | German Colonial Estimates 
2852 | Austria-Hungary -1901| 13d. for 1902 ees 14d. 
2857 | Bohemia bas » | 5d.) 2790 | German Colonies .. 1900-01 2d. 
2917 | Bosniaand Herzegovina » | 1d. || 2819 | German East Africa .. 1901) 14d. 
2895 | Fiume ... : ee yy | 1d. || 2845 | Germany 24d. 
2762 | Trieste ... yy | 2748 | Estimates of German "Em. 
pire for1902_... cool Like 
Belgium: 2774 | Pomerania... +1901) 34d. 
2901 | Belgium (finances and 2751 | Prussian Estimates for 
Trade) 2d. 1902-03... «| 1d. 
2745 | Samoa ... -.1901| $d. 
: 572 | Higher, Middle and "Lower 
2827 | Bulgaria coo = eee L901] Dh. Schools of Wiirtemberg ...| 3d. 
573 | Supplementary report on 
Denmark: Chemical Instruction and 
2739 1d, Chemical in 
2829 | Denmark 1901) 3d, Germany .. 
574 | Prussian Railwa ys 3d. 
France and Colonies: 575 | German Iron fnale in 1900 
2881 | Algeria 1900 & 1901) 2d, and 1901 ... ove «| 3d. 
2817 | Bordeaux eee +1901) 4d. 
2805 | Brest ... | 1d, Greece: 
2768 | Calais ... yy | 23d,|| 2788 | Cyclades +1901} 1d. 
2806 | Cherbourg... yy | 2d. || 2800 | Ionian Islands... | 
2784 | Corsica ... eee | 1d. || 2760 | Morea ... | 
2808 | Dunkirk ese 95 | 1d. || 2776 | Pirzeus ... | 
2737 | France .. ove --1900) 3d. || 2764 | Thessaly ld. 
2913 +1901) 13d.|| 576 | Mineral Resources of Greece 103d, 
287 French Guinea, 1899 & 1900 ld. 
2834 | French Indo-China ...1901) 1d. Italy: 
2821 | Hamburg ane » | 5d. || 2910 | Ancona... ae 1901] 3d. 
2754 | Havre ... | Sd. || 2801 | Elba... 1900-01) 1d. 
2855 | Marseilles | 2820 | Genoa ... 01901] 23d. 
2765 | Nantes ... oe eee 99 | Id. || 2865 | Lecce Province Parte A 
2786 | Nice... 1d. || 2809 | Leghorn 
2891 | New Caledonia | 1d. || 2773 | Lombardy | 
2823 | Pondicherry and Kari- 2744 Naples 
ios, | South Italy ‘(Supple- 
2815 | Réunion ooo | mentary) . 
2866 | Senegal... ee yy | ld, | 2896 | Rome and District... » | 2d. 
2877 | Society Islands... ld. | 2838 | Sardinia 
582 | Chemical and Metal ‘Indus. 2887 | Sicily ... 
tries of the District of 
2761 | Amsterdam ... -1901, 1d. 
German Empire and Colonies: 2883 | Dutch Guiana.. ae fee 
2816 | Baden ... ove 1901) 1d. || 2863 | Java... 13d. 
2783 | Bavaria... gp | 2882 Netherlands (Finances) 
2769 | Chemnitz 901-2 


Dantzig... 


2892 
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Norway: | 2854 | Smyrna... O01 
2873 | Norway : ...1901 23d. | 2766 Trebizond ld. 
; j 578 | Trade and Economic "State 
Portugal and Colonies: \ ow Vilayet of Tripoli 
2799 | Beira... +1901) during the past 40 years...| 1d. 
2861 |Chinde... | 134.) 
2794 | Goa eel AFRICA— 
2811 Lourengo Marques ...1900) 1d. | 577 | Agricultural Prospects of 
2890 | Oporto . 1d. | the 
2846 Mozambique Railway ... 1d. 
2746 | Portugal - ...1900 13d. 2872 | British Central Africa Pro- 
2880 Quilimane cm .1901) 3d. | tectorate .. ..1901-02} 23d. 
2812 | Tete... a wwe y, | 1d. || 2791 Dar-al Baida (Morocco) 1901 2d. 
|| 2903 | East Africa Protectorate, 
| 1901-02) 1d. 
2874 | Roumania ...1900 and 1901| 1}d.|| 2818 | Independent State ssi ur 
Congo = 1d. 
aes | 2875 | Liberia.. » | 2a. 
2782 | Batoum.. he 4.01901} 2d. || 2867 | Port Said and Suez 
2897 | Finland ld. (Egypt) 1d. 
2743 | Odessa (Supplement)... "1900 ld. || 2742 Somat Coast "Protectorate, 
2750 »  (Agriculture)...1901| 124.| 1900-01) 2d. 
2904 » | 24d.) 2787 | Tangier (Morocco) tren 2d. 
2810 | Poland and Lithuania. |, | 24d. 2915 [Tunis ... | 2d. 
2911 iga i . | 2d. || 2893 | Zanzibar ld. 
2860 | St. Petersburg... | [For German, "French, and 
2842 | Taganrog » | 234.) Portuguese Colonies in 
2916 (Agri- | Africa, sce under Ger- 
culture) 2.1902) 1d. | many, France, and Portu- 
585 | Trade of Siberia ...  ...| 2d. gal. | 
Servia: AMERICA, NORTH— 
2757 | Servia ee 1900, 1901] 1d. United States of America: 
2755 | Baltimore vee 901] 24d. 
Spain: 2759 | Charleston... | 
2856 | Barcelona ... _...1901| 3d. |} 2763 | Chicago | 
2780 | Cadiz ... see | 24. |] 2909 | Cuba... | 
2830 | Canary Islands vee yy | 2837 | Hawaii .. | 
2771 | Corunna wee | 2752 | New Orleans ... | 20. 
2824 | Malaga... 3d. || 2781 | New York _... ooo 99 | 3d. 
579 | Mining Industry in “Spain 2858 | Oregon, Washington, 
during the year 1901 ...| 2d. and Idaho States ... ,, | 3d. 
2798 | Philadelphia ... coo gy | 20. 
Sweden: 2889 | Philippine Islands ... ,, | 1}d. 
2879 | Gothenburg ... ...1901} 23d.|| 2749 | Portland (Maine) ... ,, | 2d. 
2778 | Stockholm ... | 2$d.|| 2826 | Porto Rico ... 4, | 14d. 
2825 | San | 
Switzerland: 2770 | Texas... 
2918 | Switzerland 1}d.)| 2894 | United States .. 1}d. 
580 | Coal Industry of the Con- 
Turkey: sular District of Chicago.| 1d. 
2785 | Aleppo and Adana ...1901] 2d. || 581 | Cattle and Meat Trade of 
2884 | Baghdad the United States... 2d. 
2836 | Beirut ... se eee gy | 1$d.|| 583 | Iron Ore Industry of the 
2831] | Bengazi... 1900-01) 13d. United States... 1d. 
2835 | Bussorah wee .--1901} 3d. || 584 | Agriculture of the State of 
2792 | Erzeroum ose’ Mexico: 
2822 | Palestine on ry 2853! Vera Cruz 1901} 13d. 


| 
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No. Place. rice No. | Place. Price 

AMERICA, CENTRAL— 2912 | China ... a .1901) 3d. 

2776 | Costa Rica ..1901| 1d. || 2797 | Chin-kiang.... Pe 

2756 | Honduras 1899-1900 and 2738 | Foochow 

1900-01} 3d. || 2850 | Foochow ..1901} 1d. 

2795 | Hankow 

AMERICA, SOUTH— 2906 | Ichang ... 1 

Argentine Republic: 2871 | Kiukiang 

2767 | Buenos Ayres ... ..1901| 2d. || 2905 | Kiungchow ... 
2793 | Rosario... ie see 5, | Ld. || 2907 | Nanking 1899, 1900, and 

1901] 1d. 

Brazil : 2828 | Newchwang ... | 1d. 

2888 | Bahia and ...1901] 1d, || 2804 | Ningpo .. 

2844 | Para... wee gy | 4G. |] 2779 | Samshui 1d. 

2814 | Pernambuco ... wee yy | 24. || 2741 | Ssumao and Mengtse. “"1900] 1d. 

2859 | Porto Alegre ... | 2839 | Swatow... ..1901] 1d. 

2740 | Sergipe... "1900| 1d. || 2870 | Wenchow 

2840 | Wuchow 
2885 | Chile 24d. 
753 | Coquimbo ... 900} 14. 
Japan: 
Colombia: Republic of 2789 | Japan ... _ 1901} 2d. 

2747 | Colombia (excepting 2900 | Hakodate ... 4, | 1d. 
Panama) ... ...1901| 144.) 2914 | Kobe ... 

Guatemala : 2869 | North Formosa cance ae 
2868 | Guatemala, trade, agricul- 2878 | Shimonoseki and Moji.. | ae. 
ture, &e. 1900 and 1901} 234.)| 2796 | South Formosa... 1900-01) 2d. 
2908 ” (Supple- 
Paraguay : mentary) 1d. 
2886 | Paraguay ...1901| 3d. || 2841 | Yokohama... | 
Peru: | 
2807 | Peru 23d. Korea: 
2349 | Korea ... +1901) 33d. 
Uruguay: 
2847 | Uruguay .--1901} 13d. Persia: 
|| 2803 | Persian Gulf aes 23d. 
Venezuela: | 

2833 | Caracas... s ..1901} 1d. Siam : 

2772 | Ciudad Bolivar si 4d, || 2898 | Bangkok “ 1901) 13d. 
{For Dutch and French (For Dutch, French, and 
Coloniesin South America, Portuguese Colonies in 
see under Netherlands and Asia, see under Nether- 
France. | lands, France, and Portu-| 

gal. | 
ASIA— 
2777 | Amoy ... a“ 1901} 1d. PACIFIC ISLANDS— 
2862 | Canton ... . - s | 1d. || 2848 | Friendly Islands .--1901} 1d. 
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Treaty Series. 


The following numbers of the Treaty Series issued since Ist January, 
1902, may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. 


Price. 


13 


10 
12 


11 


14 


EUROPE— 
A 


ustria-Hungary : 
Declaration amending Article XI. of the Treaty between 
the United Kingdom and Austria-Hungary of 3rd Decem- 
ber, 1873, for the mutual surrender of fugitive criminals... 


Belgium 
Treaty between the United Kingdom and Belgium for 
the mutual surrender of fugitive criminals. 
Agreement relative to the exchange of Money ‘Orders between 
the United Kingdom and Belgium ..._... 


France: 
Agreement additional to the Postal Convention between the 
United Kingdom and France of 30th August, 1890 oss 
Agreement between the United Kingdom and France respect- 
ing commercial relations between France and Zanzibar ... 
Convention regulating the Service between Great 
Britain and France ... eee 


Germany 
Agreement between the United Kingdom and’ Germany 
relative to the boundary of the British and German 
spheres of interest between Lakes Nyasa and Tanganyika.. 


AMERICA, NORTH— 
United States : 


Treaty between the United Kingdom and the United States 
relative to the establishment of a communication by Ship 
Canal between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans... 

Convention between the United Kingdom and the United 
States extending the period for accession of British Colonies 
and Possessions to the Convention of 2nd March, 1899, 
relative to the Disposal of Real and Personal Property ... 

Convention between the United Kingdom and the United 
States respecting Import duties in Zanzibar ses 


AMERICA, SOUTH— 


Brazil : 
Treaty between the United Kingdom and Brazil relative to 
the boundary between Brazil and British Guiana... sve 


ASIA— 


Japan: 
Agreement between the United and Japan 
to China and Corea... ove 


Persia: 

Convention between the United Kingdom and Persia extend- 
ing the system of telegraphic communication between 
Europe and India through Persia_... = es 

General Index to the Treaty Series, 1897-1901 coe coe 


4d. 


4d, 


4d. 


1d, 


4d, 


_ 
= | | 
= 
3d. 
9 1 
4d. 
1 
4d. 
hd, 
8 
63d. 
|_| 
|_| 
8 
= 
1d. 
8d. 
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R COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 
The following Reports relating to H.M. Colonial Possessions issued since 
t 1st January, 1902, may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
East Harding Street, Fleet Street, H.C. :— 
Annual, 
No, Place. Price. 
846 | Northern Nigeria wee | le. 10d, 
347 British Islands. ose | 
349 British Guiana ose ar 2d. 
350 St. Vincent ... 2d. 
351 Jamaica | Bhd. 
352 Cocos Islands... ° 1}, 
Cyprus ose ove ove 3d. 
353 Southern Nigeria ooo | 
356 Falkland Islands . 
357 Northern Territories of the Gold Coast 
360 Straits Settlements 2d. 
362 British Honduras xe 2d. 
863 Turks and Caicos Islands 2d. 
364 Seychelles... ove ae a 4d. 
370 Cocos Islands ... 1d. 
Miscellaneous : 
20 Wei-Hai-Wei . 4d. 
21 Dominica, report on the Caribs of as a me 2d. 
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THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE BRANCH 


BOARD OF TRADE. 


The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the Board 
of Trade has been established with a view to meet the constantly increas- 
ing demand for prompt and accurate information on commercial matters, 
so far as it can be met by Government action. In deciding to establish 
this new branch, the Board of Trade were largely influenced by the recom- 
mendations contained in the Report* of a Departmental Committee com- 
posed not only of representatives of the various Government Departments 
concerned, but also of prominent representatives of commercial interests, 
which was appointed in July, 1897. The Committee referred to was re- 
quested to consider and advise (1) as to the best means of collecting and 
of disseminating among those interested prompt and accurate information 
upon commercial subjects, and (2) as to the collection of samples, especially 
of goods of foreign manufacture competing with British productions, 
and the exhibition of such samples to manufacturers and traders in this 
country. As a result of their deliberations the Committee recommended 
under head (1) the establishment of a new office, under the Board of Trade, 
on lines which the Board have followed generally in the creation of the 
Intelligence Branch, and this Branch is consequently intended to become 
a centre at which information on all subjects of commercial interest shall 
be collected and focussed in a form convenient for reference. In addition, 
it ig the duty of the Branch, as far as circumstances permit, to afford 
_ information in reply to all inquiries on commercial matters which may 
be addressed to it, whether written or verbal. 

The office, which is temporarily housed at No. 50, Parliament Street, 
London, S.W., was opened on the 23rd October, 1899 ; its principal officer 
(under the Controller-General of the Commercial, Statistical, and Labour 
Departments of the Board of Trade) being Mr. T. Worthington, who 
recently acted as Special Commissioner to the Board in an inquiry into 
the condition and prospects of British trade in certain South American 
countries. The “Intelligence Branch” will endeavour, on application 
being made to it, to supply information with regard to the following sub- 
jects, viz.:—Commercial Statistics; Matters relating to Foreign and 
Colonial Tariffs; Excise and “ Consumption” duties ; Port, Harbour, and 
Tonnage dues, and other charges on Shipping; Customs Regulations ; 
Consular Fees; Forms of Certificates of Origin; Regulations concerning 
Commercial Travellers; Trading Licenses; Foreign and Colonial Con- 
tracts open to Tender; Foreian and Colonial Bounties; Lists of Firms 
abroad engaged in particular lines of business in different localities, §c., §. 
An inquiry Room, at which copies of official publications, directories, and 
other works of reference may be consulted, is reserved at the offices of the 
Branch for the convenience of personal applicants. 

The “Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through 
which intelligence collected by the Branch and intended for general in- 
formation is conveyed to the public. The Journal, which, up to the close 
of 1899, was issued monthly at the price of 6d., is now issued weekly 
at the price of 1d. 


* Parliamentary Paper C. 8,962 of 1898, to be obtained through Messrs. Eyre and 
Spottiswoode’s office for the sale of such documents, in East Harding Street, Fetter Lane, 
London, E.C., price 23d. 
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